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to provide concession opportunities whereas
the VCNP is motivated to develop captive
services that do not provide such opportuni-
ties. These attributes of the NPS are best
aligned among the three management op-
tions with our community’s interests in real-
izing economic benefit from visitation and
tourism.

In our experience in Los Alamos County,
the involvement of the NPS in our commu-
nity has far exceeded that of the other pro-
posed management entities. Based on this
experience, we believe that it is more likely
that the NPS would be interested in working
closely with our community for mutual ben-
efit.

Please note that we do not expect the
Valles Caldera to become ‘‘Los Alamos-cen-
tric”’ in any of the scenarios. We think that
Los Alamos is a natural eastern gateway to
the Valles and the Jemez Mountains just as
we recognize that Jemez Pueblo and Jemez
Springs are natural western gateway com-
munities. We understand that it will be im-
portant for whatever management entity
that is selected to reach out in both of these
directions. We encourage that as general
input regardless of the choice that is made.

We think that there is an opportunity to
collaborate with the selected entity on a
joint visitor center (or centers) in Los Ala-
mos County. Such a facility would be a nat-
ural first stop for visitors to Los Alamos and
would feature not only the Valles Caldera,
but also Bandelier National Monument, the
Bradbury Science Museum, the Los Alamos
Historical Museum, the Pajarito Environ-
mental Education Center, area Pueblos, and
area recreational attractions. We are cur-
rently the operator of the visitor center here
and we would welcome the opportunity to
collaborate on a joint visitor center. We be-
lieve that this would enhance the visitor ex-
perience as well as enable economies of oper-
ation.

Thank you for listening to and accepting
our input. Our organization stands ready to
assist the selected management entity for
the Valles Caldera.

Sincerely,
KEVIN HOLSAPPLE,
Executive Director.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of
LACDC.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, today I join Senator BINGA-
MAN in introducing a bill to designate
the Valles Caldera National Preserve
as a unit of the National Park System.
Known as the Valle Grande, this icon
of the Jemez Mountains is one of the
largest volcanic calderas in the world.
The vast grass-filled valleys, forested
hillsides, and numerous volcanic peaks
make the Valles Caldera a treasure to
New Mexico, and a landscape of na-
tional significance millions of years in
the making.

Volcanic activity began in the Jemez
Mountains about 10 million years ago.
This activity reached a climax about
1.5 million years ago with a series of
explosive rhyolitic eruptions that
dropped hundreds of meters of volcanic
ash for miles surrounding the caldera,
and gave the surrounding area its dis-
tinctive landscapes of pink and white
tuff overlaying the black basalts of the
Rio Grande Rift. In the millennia fol-
lowing the Caldera’s explosive cre-
ation, natural processes of erosion and
weathering carved vibrant canyons and
left pinion topped mesa stretching like
fingers away from the massive caldera.
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As the great valley was drained of
magma, and later a caldera lake, it
filled with the diversity of plants and
wildlife that makes the area so valu-
able to biologists and ecologists today.
With such resources and natural beau-
ty, it is no wonder that for millennia
people have also been an integral part
Valle Grande.

For generations innumerable, the
Valles Caldera has been a part of life
for the Pueblo Tribes of northern New
Mexico. Today, the caldera continues
to have important cultural and reli-
gious significance, something that
must and will be respected and pro-
tected as the preserve moves into the
management of the National Park
Service.

In recent centuries, the Valles
Caldera has been often in private own-
ership beginning with Spanish settlers
who introduced livestock to the grassy
valleys that continue to fatten elk and
cattle in the summer months. Recog-
nizing the unique national significance
of the caldera, the Federal Government
finally purchased the area in 2000
through the Valles Caldera Preserva-
tion Act, which I was proud to help
shepherd through Congress with Sen-
ator BINGAMAN and then-Senator
Domenici. The subsequent creation of
the Valles Caldera National Preserve
included the creation of a board of di-
rectors and the Valles Caldera Trust to
manage the area. The legislation also
included mandates for stakeholder in-
volvement and eventual financial self-
sufficiency of the preserve.

As Senator BINGAMAN and I take
steps today to begin a transition of the
Valles Caldera into the National Park
System, I want to applaud the decade
of work that both the Board of Trust-
ees and the Valles Caldera Trust have
dedicated to the preserve. I especially
want to highlight the contributions of
individual employees who have been on
the ground in the caldera, day after
day, developing research programs that
utilize the unmatched natural re-
sources of the caldera, managing cattle
grazing and expanding the livestock
program to include cutting edge sci-
entific research, and extending edu-
cational opportunities in the caldera to
students from across state and the
country.

With the heavy mandate of self-suffi-
ciency looming and the annual struggle
to get sufficient funding for the
caldera, Senator BINGAMAN and I are
proposing a new direction forward. As a
new unit of the National Park Service,
the National Preserve will have a sus-
tainable future with greater access to
the public.

Since 1939, the National Park Service
has conducted numerous studies of the
Valles Caldera. In each, the Park Serv-
ice consistently deemed the area of sig-
nificant national value because of its
unique and unaltered geology, and its
singular setting, which are conducive
to public recreation, reflection, edu-
cation, and research. With this legisla-
tion the Secretary of Interior is di-
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rected to continue the longstanding
grazing, education, and hunting pro-
grams that so many New Mexicans
value as a once-ina-lifetime oppor-
tunity. By utilizing the resources and
skills within the National Park Serv-
ice, I believe the Valles Caldera Na-
tional Preserve will continue to pros-
per as a natural wonder full of signifi-
cant geology, ecology, history, and cul-
ture.

The Valle Grande is truly that: a
great valley that so very many New
Mexicans value and feel connected to.
The future of the preserve is of utmost
importance to us in New Mexico, and
also has significance nationally. I look
forward to working with Senator
BINGAMAN and all of the stakeholders
who care about the future of this pre-
serve to ensure that this legislation
emerges from the legislative process
with improvements that are supported
by my colleagues in the Senate and—
most importantly—by the people of
New Mexico.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 541—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 27, 2010, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC
STRESS DISORDER AWARENESS
DAY”

Mr. CONRAD submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RESs. 541

Whereas the brave men and women of the
United States Armed Forces, who proudly
serve the United States, risk their lives to
protect the freedom of the United States and
deserve the investment of every possible re-
source to ensure their lasting physical, men-
tal, and emotional well-being;

Whereas 12 percent of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom veterans, 11 percent of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom veterans, 10 percent of Oper-
ation Desert Storm veterans, 30 percent of
Vietnam veterans, and at least 8 percent of
the general population of the United States
suffers from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(referred to in this preamble as “PTSD”);

Whereas the incidence of PTSD in mem-
bers of the military is rising as the United
States Armed Forces conducts 2 wars, expos-
ing hundreds of thousands of soldiers to
traumatic life-threatening events;

Whereas women, who are more than twice
as likely to experience PTSD than men, are
increasingly engaged in direct combat on the
front lines, putting these women at even
greater risk of PTSD;

Whereas—

(1) from 2003 to 2007, approximately 40,000
Department of Defense patients were diag-
nosed with PTSD; and

(2) from 2000 to 2009—

(A) more than 5,000 individuals were hos-
pitalized with a primary diagnosis of
PTSD; and

(B) more than 500,000 individuals were
treated for PTSD in outpatient visits;
Whereas PTSD significantly increases the

risk of depression, suicide, and drug and al-
cohol related disorders and deaths;

Whereas the Departments of Defense and
Veterans Affairs have made significant ad-
vances in the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of PTSD and the symptoms of
PTSD, but many challenges remain; and



